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records assessment or an audit of the high-
way safety data and traffic records system 
of the State; and 

(iii) initiated the development of a 
multiyear highway safety data and traffic 
records strategic plan that— 

(I) identifies and prioritizes the high-
way safety data and traffic records needs 
and goals of the State; 

(II) identifies performance-based meas-
ures by which progress toward those 
goals will be determined; and 

(III) will be submitted to the highway 
safety data and traffic records coordi-
nating committee of the State for ap-
proval; or 

(B) provides, to the satisfaction of the Sec-
retary— 

(i) a certification that the State has met 
the requirements of clauses (i) and (ii) of 
subparagraph (A); 

(ii) a multiyear highway safety data and 
traffic records strategic plan that— 

(I) meets the requirements of subpara-
graph (A)(iii); and 

(II) specifies how the incentive funds of 
the State for the fiscal year will be used 
to address needs and goals identified in 
the plan; and 

(iii) a certification that the highway 
safety data and traffic records coordi-
nating committee of the State continues 
to operate and supports the multiyear plan 
described in clause (ii). 

(2) GRANT AMOUNTS.—The amount of a first- 
year grant made to a State for a fiscal year 
under this subsection shall equal— 

(A) if the State is eligible for the grant 
under paragraph (1)(A), $125,000; and 

(B) if the State is eligible for the grant 
under paragraph (1)(B), an amount deter-
mined by multiplying— 

(i) the amount appropriated to carry out 
this section for such fiscal year; by 

(ii) the ratio that the funds apportioned 
to the State under section 402 for fiscal 
year 1997 bears to the funds apportioned to 
all States under section 402 for fiscal year 
1997; 

except that no State eligible for a grant 
under paragraph (1)(B) shall receive less 
than $250,000. 

(3) STATES NOT MEETING CRITERIA.—The Sec-
retary may award a grant of up to $25,000 for 
1 year to any State that does not meet the cri-
teria established in paragraph (1). The grant 
may only be used to conduct activities needed 
to enable the State to qualify for a first-year 
grant in the next fiscal year. 

(c) 1 SUCCEEDING YEAR GRANTS.— 
(1) ELIGIBILITY.—A State shall be eligible for 

a grant under this subsection in a fiscal year 
succeeding the first fiscal year in which the 
State receives a grant under subsection (b) if 
the State, to the satisfaction of the Sec-
retary— 

(A) submits or updates a multiyear high-
way safety data and traffic records strategic 
plan that meets the requirements of sub-
section (b)(1); 

(B) certifies that the highway safety data 
and traffic records coordinating committee 
of the State continues to operate and sup-
ports the multiyear plan; and 

(C) reports annually on the progress of the 
State in implementing the multiyear plan. 

(2) GRANT AMOUNTS.—The amount of a suc-
ceeding year grant made to the State for a fis-
cal year under this paragraph shall equal the 
amount determined by multiplying— 

(A) the amount appropriated to carry out 
this section for such fiscal year; by 

(B) the ratio that the funds apportioned to 
the State under section 402 for fiscal year 
1997 bears to the funds apportioned to all 
States under section 402 for fiscal year 1997; 

except that no State eligible for a grant under 
this paragraph shall receive less than $225,000. 

(c) 1 ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Funds au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out this sec-
tion in a fiscal year shall be subject to a deduc-
tion not to exceed 5 percent for the necessary 
costs of administering the provisions of this sec-
tion. 

(d) APPLICABILITY OF CHAPTER 1.—The provi-
sions contained in section 402(d) shall apply to 
this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–178, title II, § 2005(a), June 9, 
1998, 112 Stat. 332.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of the Transportation Equity 
Act for the 21st Century, referred to in subsec. (a)(3), is 
the date of enactment of Pub. L. 105–178, which was ap-
proved June 9, 1998. 

§ 412. Agency accountability 

(a) TRIENNIAL STATE MANAGEMENT REVIEWS.— 
At least once every 3 years the Secretary shall 
conduct a review of each State highway safety 
program. The review shall include a manage-
ment evaluation of all grant programs funded 
under this chapter. The Secretary shall provide 
review-based recommendations on how each 
State could improve the management and over-
sight of its grant activities and may provide a 
management and oversight plan for such grant 
programs. 

(b) RECOMMENDATIONS BEFORE SUBMISSION.—In 
order to provide guidance to State highway safe-
ty agencies on matters that should be addressed 
in the goals and initiatives of the State highway 
safety program before the program is submitted 
for review, the Secretary shall provide data- 
based recommendations to each State at least 90 
days before the date on which the program is to 
be submitted for approval. 

(c) STATE PROGRAM REVIEW.—The Secretary 
shall— 

(1) conduct a program improvement review 
of a highway safety program under this chap-
ter of a State that does not make substantial 
progress over a 3-year period in meeting its 
priority program goals; and 

(2) provide technical assistance and safety 
program requirements to be incorporated in 
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the State highway safety program for any goal 
not achieved. 

(d) REGIONAL HARMONIZATION.—The Secretary 
and the Inspector General of the Department of 
Transportation shall undertake an administra-
tive review of the practices and procedures of 
the management reviews and program reviews of 
State highway safety programs under this chap-
ter conducted by the regional offices of the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
and prepare a written report of best practices 
and procedures for use by the regional offices in 
conducting such reviews. The report shall be 
completed within 180 days after the date of en-
actment of this section. 

(e) BEST PRACTICES GUIDELINES.— 
(1) UNIFORM GUIDELINES.—The Secretary 

shall issue uniform management review guide-
lines and program review guidelines based on 
the report under subsection (d). Each regional 
office shall use the guidelines in executing its 
State administrative review duties under this 
section. 

(2) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall make 
publicly available on the Web site (or succes-
sor electronic facility) of the Administration 
the following documents upon their comple-
tion: 

(A) The Secretary’s management review 
guidelines and program review guidelines. 

(B) All State highway safety programs 
submitted under this chapter. 

(C) State annual accomplishment reports. 
(D) The Administration’s Summary Report 

of findings from Management Reviews and 
Improvement Plans. 

(3) REPORTS TO STATE HIGHWAY SAFETY AGEN-
CIES.—The Secretary may not make publicly 
available a program, report, or review under 
paragraph (2) that is directed to a State high-
way safety agency until after the date on 
which the program, report, or review is sub-
mitted to that agency under this chapter. 

(f) GAO REVIEW.— 
(1) ANALYSIS.—The Comptroller General 

shall analyze the effectiveness of the Adminis-
tration’s oversight of traffic safety grants 
under this chapter by determining the useful-
ness of the Administration’s advice to the 
States regarding administration and State ac-
tivities under this chapter, the extent to 
which the States incorporate the Administra-
tion’s recommendations into their highway 
safety programs, and the improvements that 
result in a State’s highway safety program 
that may be attributable to the Administra-
tion’s recommendations. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than September 30, 
2008, the Comptroller General shall submit a 
report on the results of the analysis to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–59, title II, § 2008(a), Aug. 10, 
2005, 119 Stat. 1533.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 
subsec. (d), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 109–59, 
which was approved Aug. 10, 2005. 

CHAPTER 5—RESEARCH, TECHNOLOGY, AND 
EDUCATION 

Sec. 

501. Definitions. 
502. Surface transportation research. 
503. Technology deployment program.1 
504. Training and education. 
505. State planning and research. 
506. International highway transportation out-

reach program. 
507. Surface transportation environment and 

planning cooperative research program.1 
508. Transportation research and development 

strategic planning. 
509. National cooperative freight transportation 

research program. 
510. Future strategic highway research program. 
511. Multistate corridor operations and manage-

ment. 
512. National ITS Program Plan.1 
513. Use of funds for ITS activities. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior chapter 5, added Pub. L. 90–495, § 30, Aug. 23, 
1968, 82 Stat. 830, consisting of sections 501 to 512, relat-
ed to highway relocation assistance, prior to repeal by 
Pub. L. 91–646, title II, § 220(a)(10), Jan. 2, 1971, 84 Stat. 
1903. See section 4601 et seq. of Title 42, The Public 
Health and Welfare. For Effective Date of Repeal and 
Savings Provisions, see sections 221 and 220(b) of Pub. 
L. 91–646, set out as notes under sections 4601 and 4621, 
respectively, of Title 42. 

AMENDMENTS 

2005—Pub. L. 109–59, title V, §§ 5201(a)(2), 5207(c), 
5208(b), 5209(c), 5210(d), 5211(c), 5301(b), 5302(b), Aug. 10, 
2005, 119 Stat. 1781, 1798, 1799, 1801, 1804, 1805, substituted 
‘‘RESEARCH, TECHNOLOGY, AND EDUCATION’’ for 
‘‘RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY’’ in chapter heading, 
‘‘Surface transportation environment and planning co-
operative research program’’ for ‘‘Surface transpor-
tation-environment cooperative research program’’ in 
item 507, ‘‘Transportation research and development 
strategic planning’’ for ‘‘Surface transportation re-
search strategic planning’’ in item 508, and added items 
509 to 513. 

§ 501. Definitions 

In this chapter, the following definitions 
apply: 

(1) FEDERAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘‘Fed-
eral laboratory’’ includes a Government- 
owned, Government-operated laboratory and a 
Government-owned, contractor-operated lab-
oratory. 

(2) SAFETY.—The term ‘‘safety’’ includes 
highway and traffic safety systems, research, 
and development relating to vehicle, highway, 
driver, passenger, bicyclist, and pedestrian 
characteristics, accident investigations, com-
munications, emergency medical care, and 
transportation of the injured. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–178, title V, § 5101(2), June 9, 
1998, 112 Stat. 422.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 501, added Pub. L. 90–495, § 30, Aug. 23, 
1968, 82 Stat. 830, related to declaration of policy as to 
highway relocation assistance, prior to repeal by Pub. 
L. 91–646, title II, § 220(a)(10), Jan. 2, 1971, 84 Stat. 1903. 

§ 502. Surface transportation research 

(a) BASIC PRINCIPLES GOVERNING RESEARCH 
AND TECHNOLOGY INVESTMENTS.— 
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